Lesson 3:

ANALYSING TEXTS

A sample conversation:

A:
Why don’t you ask George, the Colonel’s son, to go with you – I’m sure he’d like it!

B:
No – he never seems to have time for me – besides – I like long lonely walks

LINGUISTIC APPROACHES

What TYPE of communication is this?
interpersonal

· Approach 1: units of meaning

· Comment on “why don’t you …”?

· Comment on “son”

· Comment on “walks”
· Shows that we’re in mid-conversation

· Implies a prior relationship for one or more parent; also implies youth, oddly

· Walks can function as verb or noun

· Approach 2: address 

· What can you tell about whom the words in this text are directed to?
· They are directed at someone other than ourselves. We are witness. 

· Approach 3: shared knowledge

· What do we infer about relationships and gender from the extract?
· Why the modification of George, “the Colonel’s son” – are there others called George?

· Approach 4: strategies of speech

· What can you work out about the speaker’s intentions?


· Is there open attempt at persuasion, or a hidden attempt?



Social context

Pure linguistic analysis will never fully illuminate a text like this. We therefore need to focus also on situational context.

A list of contextual elements:

Structure
Eg reunion, press announcement, lecture, etc

Setting
the time and place of an event

Participants
the addressor and addressee. Perhaps also audience and speaker. There may be restrictions on who may participate (eg by gender)

Purpose
what brings the participants together – such as to celebrate a birthday, or review plans for decorating a room

Key
the spirit in which the speech event is conducted – mocking, serious, public, private, etc

Topic
the subject matter – eg the event may be a wedding but the subject matter may be the question of romance

Channel
the medium – eg speech, song, written notes

Another factor will be body language

Look at the extract in context of the frame in which it first appeared:







Image here from p30
Comment on:

· Posture

· Gesture

· Artefacts 

· Eyes

· Dress sense

Plus:

Style of drawing

Then look at the whole text and say how your observations have been challenged

P 34 image here

Models of Communication
Here are a number of communication models – simplified diagrammatic representations of the communicative process. 

· What do you notice about each one?

· What are their strengths and weaknesses?
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